Dear Colleague

The central importance of prediction to the WCRP and to CLIVAR has been newly reiterated by the Joint Scientific Committee (JSC) through its Coordinated Observation and Prediction of the Earth System (COPES) strategic framework. As noted in the COPES document and in the Task Force on Seasonal Prediction’s (TSFP) Implementation Plan, one of the overriding objectives and research aims, and an immediate research priority, is to assess the nature and predictability of seasonal to interdecadal variations of the climate system at global and regional scales. 

The Seasonal Prediction Model Intercomparison Projects (SMIP2 and SMIP2/HFP), described in detail at the SMIP website 

            http://grads.iges.org/ellfb/SMIP2/smip.top.html
are directly pertinent to this objective. SMIP is in the final stage of data collection and the Working Group on Seasonal to Interannual Prediction (WGSIP) invites your group to:

· provide seasonal forecast data to the SMIP archive or to make your data available in suitable form on your website

· participate in the analysis of results

Analyses of all aspects of SMIP results are encouraged and SMIP data will be made available via the web to those who register diagnostic projects. 

The data analysis phase follows the data collection phase and will, in turn, be followed by a Workshop on Seasonal to Interannual Prediction in the first half of 2007 focussing on SMIP analyses and other available  seasonal/interannual prediction results. 

Timelines:
· deadline for final SMIP data collection:                          
April 2006

· SMIP data available for analysis:    

Immediately

· Workshop:                                                                        First half of 2007

Data: 

· the SMIP data main archive resides at

          http://ingrid.ldeo.columbia.edu/SOURCES/.WCRP/.SMIP-2/overview.html
· additional data consistent with and part of SMIP are maintained at the DEMETER website and the NOAA website, links for which are available at

http://grads.iges.org/ellfb/SMIP2/smip.top.html
This is the final call for contributions to the SMIP data archive.
Please consider proposing a Diagnostic Subproject as discussed on the SMIP website. 

Regards 

G.J. Boer, and B. Kirtman

for the Working Group on Seasonal to Interannual Prediction (WGSIP)

      http://www.clivar.org/organization/wgsip/wgsip.php
